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· UD PROFESSORS EXPERIENCE MORE OPENNESS
T UNION,
BUT CITIZENS EXPRESS PESSIMISM ABOUT GORBACHEV'S ECONOMIC REFORMS
Has Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev's policy of "perestroika'' (economic restructuring) transformed the Soviet Union?
If you ask the man on the street in Moscow, the answer would probably be "not yet."
That's the view of two University of Dayton professors who took a group of 24
students to Russia and Poland May 9-June 5 to get a first-hand look at the Communist
world. In their estimation, most Soviet citizens have become visibly impatient over the
pace of economic change--and they're talking about it.
"This system is in big trouble right now,'' said Tom Sanders, a Soviet historian and
a Dayton resident. "The people are unhappy because the standard of living has declined,
but they're happy about the opportunity they now have to vote and to deal with the past.
It's a complex package of reforms. The economic part is not yet working, but the people
are enlivened by changes in other areas of their society."
In the Soviet Union, there has been "no noticeable economic progress affecting the
average citizen's standard of living since Gorbachev came to power," according to Jaro
Bilocerkowycz, an assistant professor of political science and a Kettering resident.
"Perestroika has become for many a worn slogan and, as yet, an unkept promise."
For interviews, contact Tom Sanders at (513) 229-3447 or Jaro Bilocerkowycz at
(513) 229-2231.
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UD STUDENT FINDS THAT REFORMS COME SLOWLY TO SOVIET LEGAL SYSTEM
"The Soviet constitution guarantees a lot of the same rights as ours does, but those
rights are very often not put into practice," says Melanie Andes, a University of Dayton
student who visited the Soviet Union May 9-25 with UD's Interdepartmental Summer Study
Abroad Program (ISSAP).
Andes, a Springfield resident, is a senior international studies and political
science major at UD. She is studying the Soviet Union's judicial system as part of her
senior honors thesis. She visited Moscow, Kalinin, and Leningrad during her stay.
Andes found that, unlike the American system, when a person is arrested in the
Soviet Union, he is presumed guilty and is not guaranteed an attorney until his trial.
"You can be interrogated extensively without having consulted an attorney," she said.
Andes spoke with journalists and University students in the Soviet Union, and the
''accusatory bias" of considering a person guilty until proven innocent is just one part
of the system they would like to see change. The journalists are still very optimistic
about the reforms in their country, Andes says, because Gorbachev is moving slowly and
methodically. The fact that Gorbachev has a law degree and makes legal reforms a
priority also makes them more confident. University students, however, were more
skeptical because changes are not coming as fast as they would like.
For media interviews, contact Melanie Andes at (513) 325-5363.
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For further information or assistance in scheduling interviews, contact Public Relations and University Communications, 229-3241.

